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between the different Totemic clans, all bear an analogy
with tales of the Bible.

To satisfy my own curiosity I have sometimes inter-
preted to their old men, portions of Bible history, and
their expression is invariably : “ The book must be true,
for our ancestors have told us similar stories, generation
after generation, since the earth was new.” It is a bold
assertion, but it is nevertheless a true one, that were the
traditions of the Ojibways written in order, and published
in a book, it would as a whole bear a striking resemblance
to the Old Testament, and would contain no greater im-
probabilities than may be accounted for by the loose man-
ner in which these traditions have been perpetuated ;-
naturally losing force and truth in descending orally
through each succeeding generation. Discard, then, al-
together the idea of any connection existing or having
existed between the Ojibways and the Hebrews, and it
will be found difficult to account for all the similarities
existing between many of their rites, customs, and beliefs.
Notwithstanding all that has been and may be advanced
to prove the Ojibways descended from the lost tribes of
Israel, or at least, their once having had close communion
with them, yet T am aware that there are many stubborn
facts and arguments against it, the principal of which is
probably their total variance in language. Never having
studied the Hebrew language, I have not had the advan-
tage of comparing with it the Ojibway, and on this point
I cannot express any opinion.

It is not supposable, however, that the ten lost tribes of
Israel emigrated from the land of their captivity in one
body, and proceeding direct to the eastern shores of Asia,
crossed over to America (by some means which, through
changes and convulsions in nature, have become extinet
and nnknown to the present age) there to resume the rites
of their religion, practise the Mosaic laws, and isolated



